"Dick, what have you done to make your house
safer?" the children asked.
"We had a lot of excitement in our house/' Dick
said. *1 heard Mother call 'Fire/ I ran into the
room. Mother's dress, the wastebasket, and the
curtains were on fire.
"Mother had found a heavy blanket. I helped
her wrap it around her burning dress. The blanket
put out the fire.
"Then Mother ran to the telephone and said, 1
want to report a fire/ She gave our address slowly
and clearly.
"We brought up pails of water and poured them
on the fire. Maybe Mother and I could have put
it out by ourselves. When the firemen came, they
put out the small fire in a few minutes/'
"Suppose you had no telephone?" Jane said.
"Then I would have run to the nearest fire-alarm
box and sent in the alarm/' said Dick.
"Suppose it was oil or kerosene that had caught
fire?" said Jack.
"Then I would not have put water on it. Water
will spread an oil fire. Salt, sand, or dirt will beat
down the flames and put the fire out."
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